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the acts of trade, and another to Massachusetts
requiring that she provide a minister for those in
Boston who wished an Anglican church. Ran-
dolph, who left for New England for the second
time, in December, 1679, has the distinction of
being the first royal official appointed for any of
the northern colonies. Almost his first task was
to settle the province of New Hampshire under
royal authority, with a government consisting
of a president, a council, and an assembly. Thus
British control in New England was making pro-
gress, and the worst fears of the "old faction"
in Massachusetts were being realized.

It is difficult to understand the attitude of
Massachusetts. Her leaders probably thought
that with the settlement of the Mason and Gorges
claims the most serious source of trouble with
England was disposed of. They believed, honestly
enough, though the wish was father to the thought,
that the colony lay beyond the reach of Parlia-
ment and that the laws of England were bounded
by the four seas and did not reach America.
Hence they deemed the navigation acts an invasion
of their liberties and could not bring themselves
to obey them. As to England's new colonial
policy, it is doubtful if they grasped it at all,